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Along State route 33 one mile east of Zanesfield, 
Ohio, stands a large frame meeting house, built during 1850, 
one hundred and eleven years ago. The location of this 
tabernacle has been a place of worship since 1807 and known as 
Goshen since 1819. The biblical name by which it is known in 
all probability was given the site, because of the fertility 
of the soil in the valley in which it stands. When the 
tribes of Israel came into Egypt, Pharaoh spoke to Joseph 
Saying, - Thy Father and Brethern have come unto thee. The 
land of Egypt is before thee. In the best of the land, make 
thy Father and Brethern to dwell, In the land of Goshen let 
them dwell. 

During the year 1806 a small group of pioneers having 
braved the dangers and intricates of an unbroken forest and 
roving bands of Indians, established homes in and near a 
valley later to become known as Marmons bottom. The following 
year 1807, these God-fearing people, whose loyalty to their 
religious belief was never excelled, met in a cabin home of 
one of their numbers, for their first religious service. The 
beginning of meetings that have continued all down through the 
years. 

The first families to come to this land of promise, 
with soil equal to that of Egypt, were members of two Friends 
or Quaker meetings in Northampton N.C. - Jack Swamp and 
Richsquare. At Jack Swamp meeting dated March Ist 1806, 
removal certificates were issued to the families of Robert 


and David Merrimoon, Isaac Brown and John Patterson, to settle 
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in the vicinity of a Friends meeting in Ohio, named Miami. 
Richsquare meeting dated March 15, 1806, record removal cer- 
tificates were issued to the family of Josiah Outland to the 
same meeting. The Miami meeting named for the river on which 
it stood and where their certificates were deposited became 
the Friends first established meeting in Western Ohio. 
Wainsville Ohio stands on its location. 

The first Reames to come to Ohio was Jeremiah Jr., a 
fourteen year old son of William Reames. He came in 1806 with 
the Robert Merrimoon family, The wives of Robert Merrimoon 
and William Reames were sisters, daughters of John Vaughn - 
at one time a member of the Virginia House of Burgeses. 

The first record of the Merrimoons and Reames, the 
real founders of the Goshen society, comes from Blackriver 
Friends meeting in Surry County Va. <A meeting held Nov. 18, 
1769, records removal certificates to other parts were granted 
to John Merrimoon and family, including Peter, a married son, 
and daughter Margaret wife of Jeremiah Reames. 

The following year, certificates were issued to the 
family of David Merrimoon - another son. Surry County was one 
of a number of counties near themouth of the James river in 
Virginia largely populated by Friends or Quakers. A section 
visited by George Fox founder of Quakerism, during his American 
tour from 1771 to 1773. It is not improbable the ancestors of 


the founders of Goshen were among Fox converts. 
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These early Quakers were primarily farmers, and to 
the south there was land that could be purchased in large 
acreage at a moderate cost. So the Merrimoons and Reames 
families, with others of the same faith, the Stantons, Binfords, 
Crews and others, settled in Northampton N.C. in the Valley of 
the Roanoke, a short distance south of the Virginia line. 

Richsquare, the nearest Friends meeting where their 
certificates were deposited lay about twenty-five miles to the 
south. Distance soon led to a request for a First day meeting 
to be held at the home of John Merrimoon at a place called 
Jack Swamp. The Richsquare Meeting dated May lst 1771 records 
the following - Friends from Northampton request to establish 
meetings which this meeting grants and confirms. Meetings 
were held in different homes until 1775 when a log meeting 
house was built and a grave yard laid out on the land of 
Jeremiah Reames. Land records of the county reveal Jeremiah 
Reames land holdings were more than seven hundred acres. There 
he raised his family of ten children - William - John - Hannah - 
Elizabeth - Abigail - Mary - Elijah - Jeremiah Jr. and Obedience. 
All were born at Jack Swamp except William who was born in 
Virginia. On land of similar acreage were raised the children 
of Peter Merrimoon and his wife Obedience Reames a sister of 
Jeremiah Reams. 

Peter Merrimoon's children were - Elizabeth - Rhoda - 
Robert - Hannah - Rachel - Samuel - Miram - Martin - Tibitha - 


Gemima and Kesiah. 
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The children of David Merrimoon were - Benjamine - 
Jessie - Elizabeth - Peter - Joshua - John - Edward - David 
and Persilla. 

The family of David Merrimoon, the sons of Peter 
Merrimoon - Robert - Samuel and Martin, daughter of Peter 
Merrimoon - Kesiah who married Josiah Outland, and William 
Reames - the son of Jeremiah Reames - were among the founders 
of Goshen. 

When the four Merrimoon families that established 
homes in the valley that later bore their name came to Ohio, 
they changed their name to Marmon. There is no known reason 
except to shorten it. These families are the only known 
Merrimoon families to change their original name. 

The coming of the Marmon families to a land of promise, 
was through information learned through returning soldiers 
from Indian wars in Ohio. They told of the wonderful corn 
raised by the Indians in the upper valley of the Madriver. 

Only the location of two of the first arrivals are known. 
Josiah Outland selected the head spring of the Darby as his 
home site. Here he raised a family of sixteen children who in 
turn raised families that became members of the Goshen society. 

Robert Marmon selected him home site near a fine spring 
a short distance east of present Goshen. The location selected 
by the other families is not known. 

The family of David Marmon is known to have been among 


the founders of Goshen. 
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The arrival of Robert Marmon did not take place at 
the time of the others. For some unknown reason the granting 
of his certificate for removal was delayed. The delay made it 
necessary for him to build a makeshift house of poles and bark 
along a fallen tree where he and his wife and children and 
Jeremiah Reames spent their first winter. Robert Marmon's 
children were - Richmond - Doritha - Hannah - Obedience - 
Peter - Steven and Joshua. 

The spring of the following year the makeshift house 
was replaced by a well built log house where the first religious 
service of the first arrivals took place. Those in attendance 
did not include Samuel and Martin Marmon who became among the 
most active in the Goshen Society. They having established 
homes in the eastern part of the State. 

The rich land found by Robert Marmon may have been an 
inducement leading to their establishing homes in the valley 
which bears their name. The date of their coming established 
by a Short Creek Meeting dated March 22, 1808. Certificates 
were issued to Samuel and Martin Marmon for their removal to 
the virge of the itiami meeting. Their certificates deposited 
September 10, 1808. 

The family of Samuel Marmon consisted of five of his 
six children - Rachel - Matilda - Martin - Lettie - Rebecca 
and Obedience. 

Martin with four of his later ten children - James - 
Anna - Robert - Sarah = Hannah - Jessie - Mary - Susan and Henry. 


All of school age except three. 
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On their arrival they established homes near their 
brother Robert, in the valley that bears their name. Samuel 
at the location of the Downing home. Martin on the Van Hyning 
farm west of Goshen. 

Credit can be given the Quaker as being the most 
educational minded people in the early days of any religious 
society. Whenever a place for worship was established pro- 
vision was always made for the education of their children. 
Either at the place for worship or the ewection of a building 
nearby. With the coming of these educational minded families 
with children to be educated and cabins inadequate for holding 
religious services, and with homes,erected, would not the 
building of a place for worship and a school for their children 
be their most important activities. The date when the little 
log meeting house called Madriver that served until the present 
building was erected, and the countys first school house built 
by the Quakers, has become lost in history. Would not the 
events taking place in the Valley - later named Marmon - during 
the summer of 1808 establish the fall or winter of the same 
year as the date when the countys second meeting house and 
first school building was built. The log meeting house known 
as Madriver did not stand on the location of the present 
building, but along the higher bank nearer the road. The coming 
of other Quaker families led to the log school house being 
replaced in 1823 by a larger building, built of brick. When 
public schools were established in 1826 the Quakers permitted 


their building to be used as one of the township schools. one 
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of their requirements - the teacher and the pupils in a body 
attend their mid week meetings. The location of the countys 
first school house which stood for many is marked by a roadside 
marker erected by the County Historical Society. 

The Merrimoon and Reames families of Northampton N.C. 
were among the founders of two of Ohio outstanding Friends 
Meetings. Goshen and Fairfield in Highland county, the second 
established Friends meeting in Western Ohio. A Jack Swamp Meet- 
ing dated Sept. 7, 1811 records removal certificates were issued 
to William, John, Elijah and Peter, sons of Jeremiah Reames to 
settle in the virge of the Fairfield Friends Neeting in Highland 
County Ohio. Their selection of this location in Ohio for homes 
was the result of a sister and her husband Jacob Ladd, attracted 
by the rich land had made settlement there. Only John and 
Elija settled and became members of the Fairfield Meeting. 
Jeremiah Jr. having married out of the society, located near 
Winston Salem N.C. Among the rich tobacco merchants of the south 
are found many of his descendants. Peter being unable to sell 
his farm at the time of the others remained in Virginia. 

The William Reames Story. When on his way to Highland 
County, he stopped at the Marmon settlement in Logan county to 
pick up his son Jeremiah, who came to Ohio with the Marmons 
in 1806 and may have been so impressed with the soil of the 
valley, that as a squatter, he established a home in Logan 
County. The reason for not becoming a resident of Highland 


County as planned has become lost history. All that is known 
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he erected him home and made improvements near a fine spring at 
a location in the Marman valley later to become the home of 
Martin Marmons descendants for years. The Darby Creek Monthly 
Meeting records becoming unavailable, the date when he and 

his wife, Naomi, and their other nine children, Caleb, Margaret 
(who became the wife of Thomas Stanfield Jr.), Silas, Moses, 
Aaron, Jessie, Vincent, William and John is also unknown. 

His children, born in North Carolina, all grew to maturity and 
raised large families that became members of Goshen. Those of 
Jeremiah, the first Reames to come to Ohio were Pheriba, Hesekiah, 
Samuel, Joseph, Martin, Joshua, Hartwell, Moses, Liehu, and 
Caleb. Pheriba the only daughter who became the wife of 
Jonathen Reames from a different branch of the Reames family 
are the grandparents of the writer. 

Possibly the greatest disappointment to the four Marmon 
families when they came into the upper Madriver country was to 
find the land on which they had planned to settle in the hand of 
speculators. Compelling them to live as squatters until such 
time as their home and improvements could be purchased at a 
price set by the owner. The east half of Logan County in known 
as Virginia Military Land or survey. A portion of a grant of 
land in Ohio to the Colony of Virginia by the Kind of England. 
Following the American Revolution, the Government of the United 
colonies, requested all the States holding unoccupied territory 
in the west to turn their land over for the establishing of 


other States. The Colony of Virginia, as an inducement to secure 
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volunteers in the war for freedom, offered large tracts of 

land. To be able to make good her land promises, Virginia 
reserved from her Ohio territory all lands lying between the 
Sciota and the Little Miami Rivers south of Ludlow and Roberts 
surveys in Logan County. The territory held was divided into 
land grants of diffeeent acreage and turned over to her soldiers 
according to rank and service. At the time the land grants 
became available the Ohio country was an unbroken forest, so far 
from civilization it was considered by the grant holders - 
except a few - of so little worth they offered their free land 
for sale at almost any price it would bring. Men with vision 

of the future when the western migration started, bought up 
virtually all of the desirable land. When Quaker emigration 
started in 1800, it was owned by land speculators - better known 
as land grabbers. 

After the Marmon families had lived ten years as 
Squatters, and William Reames five years, Robert Marmon pur- 
chased from Duncan McArthur survey 3236 - containing 1200 acres 
at three dollars an acre. His land purchase contadning his home 
and improvements and the home and improvements of his brother 
Martin = and William Reames and the site where the meeting house 
stood. Robert Marmon in turn sold to his brother Martin all 
the land lying west of the present road to the south. It 
contained his and the Reames homestead and the land where the 
meeting house stood. About the same time Samuel Marmon another 
brother purchased the land where his home stood. The William 


Reames Homestead remained the property of the Martin Marmon 
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descendants until 19 -- when sold. A center for entertaining 
visiting Quakers attending special Waatinaa at Goshen. 

William Reames being reimbursed by Martin Marmon for 
homestead improvements in 1824 purchased a farm in the northern 
part of Jefferson Township, where he and his wife lived until 
their deaths. She died in 1844 and he died in 1845. Both 
being buried at the old Stanfield grave yard in Rushcreek 
township, leads to the assumption,&fter they located in the 
northern part of Jefferson township, they became members of a 
Friends meeting started about 1818 by Thomas Stanfield - the 
countys fourth Quaker Meeting. 

Stanfield, when he came from Tennessee in 1805 estab- 
lished a home near this point and his family may have been 
among the founders of Goshen. The Rushcreek Meeting was one of 
two meetings subsiduary to the Goshen Monthly Meeting. The 
other known as Union started many years later, stood about a mile 
west of North Greenfield. Mary Elliott, a well known Friends 
minister of the community where it stood, was said to have been 
the promoter. 

The Marmon and Reames families of Northampton County, 
North Carolina had three reasons for selling their large land 
holdings at Jack Swamp and establishing homes north of the 
Ohio river. Quaker persecution by the people living in the 
Southern States. The prophecy of Zachariah Dicks, a Quaker 


preacher who was able to predict the future. He prophesied war 
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within the lives of Quaker children then living. A war over 
slavery and he urged all Quaker families living in the South 

to find new homes. Possibly the real reason for their coming 
was better land. The soil at Jack Swamp was a red sand loam - 
probably at one time fertile. But without todays buiidup 
unknown at that time had become so impoverished it had become 
unproductive. It has been the pleasure of the writer, on two 
occasions to visit this one time prosperous community with well 
built homes and fenced fields. Today a deserted country of 
waste land covered with scrub oaks and cedars. 

The only evidence found to prove this barren waste was 
at one time a former settlement were depressions of sunken 
graves of thhe ancestors of the founders of Goshen, buried at 
the old Reames grave yard. Its location and the Jack Swamp 
meeting house, pointed out by an old resident of the community. 
Years before the wetuexéseiaie to Northampton county N. C. the 
Friends meeting at Jack Swamp and Richsquare had been laid down, 
but not their story. Stored in an iron safe at Woodlawn in the 
same county, one of the few remaining Quaker meetings in the 
south, was kept the early minutes of both Jack Swamp and Richsquare. 

The rise and fall of the Jack Swamp meetings. The names 
of the members that found homes at other points and members that 
had died when active and the dates of their deaths. Having 
access to these old records and those of the Miami meetings 
in Ohio made possible the writing of this article. Quaker 
persecution by the southern people was the result of a movement 


by the Society to secure the freedom of all slaves held by 
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Quakers. It was not the intention of the Society to take up 
the slavery cause, but to carry out the teachings of the 
discipline of the Society which opposed slavery. The people 
of the south failed to understand the true motive of the 
Quakers - holding a belief that the movement was intended to 
secure the freedom of all slaves. A belief leading to the 
Quakers of the south becoming for the second time a persecuted 
people. Shunned by former associates, their business and 
activities boycotted until many became virtual paupers. Laws 
by the different states in direct opposition to the Quakers 
were passed. A conflict between the States and the Society 
caused an uneasiness among all Quakers. Away to the northward - 
beyond the mountains and beyond the river Ohio - was a new 
countyy, rich in all the natural resources and the Ordinance of 
the Northwest Territory guaranteed that slavery would never be 
permitted. The propriety of removing north of the Ohio had been 
considered by a number of meetings. The first to act were 
Coursand and Trent in North Carolina. To learn the possibilities 
in the Ohio country, Coursand sent two of its members and Trent 
meeting sent one of its members. Their report was so favorable 
received it started an avalanche of Quakers to the north that 
did not stop until the southland was virtually free of the sect. 
Meetings were laid down and the membership as a whole found 
homes in the north. 

Jack Swamp did not suffer this fate, but so many of the 
members had found homes in other places by 1812 - meetings were 


laid down and the few remaining Quaker families became members 
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of the Richsquare meetings. The old meeting house that stood 
on land deeded the Society by Jeremiah Reames at the time of 

his death in 1789, stood deserted until 1844 when it was torn 
down. 

Goshen was one of the three early Quaker Meetings in 
Logan County. At the time these early meetings were established, 
the only way their location could be made known was by naming 
them for some river, creek, mountain or lake in the community. 
The first established place for worship stood about a mile 
north of the present Middleburg, known as Darby Creek for a 
creek nearby. Built 1807. The builders were the Sharps, Haines, 
Euings, Antrims, Antrims, Warners, Garwoods, Cowgils, and Curls. 
All from Virginia but the Curls. The second was Goshen. The 
third place for worship stood a short distance south of present 
Pickerel Town. Known for years as Westland - but first known 
as Mackachee for a creek of the same name. Its founders, 
Pickreels, Paxsons - ancestors of the writer - Williams and 
Stanleys. All from Mt. Pleasant meetings in Grayson County, 
Virginia but the Stanleys. They arriving in 1813 and 1814. 

Their first meeting house used both for religious services 
and a school was built of poles. With other arrivals the house 
built of poles was replaced in 1819 by a well built log house 
that served until 1872 when the present frame building was 
built. With the building of the second house the name of the 
meetings were changed to Valley until 1828 when given the name 
of Westland. During the time the three meetings were established 


there were few roads, largely trails. The only means for contact 
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was the horse and saddle. Their remote location from their 
head meetings, led to their activities being so interwoven, 

the story of Goshen was the story of the other two. Goshen 
first direct contact with the Miami meeting came with the 
depositing of their certificates on March 5, 1807. Miami first 
activity with Goshen came with the appointment of Martin Marmon 
as Overseer on July 9, 1809. Joshua Ballinger having been 
appointed to the same position at Darby Creek on January 9, 
1809, six months earlier. Both appointments by request. Their 
second being for established meetings as recorded at Miami 
taking place on Jan. 10, 1810. At a Miami meeting held Sept. 
10, 1810, eight months later, a committee appointed to investi- 
gate the Madriver and Darby Creek request submitted the follow- 
ing. We the committee appointed to visit Madriver and Darby 
Creek, after solemn deliberation thereon, report we think it 
best to grant their request. That a meeting for worship be 
established on the First and Fifth days at Darby Creek to be 
known as Darby Creek, and the first and the Fourth days at 
Madriver to be known as Madriver. That a Preparative Meeting 
be held alternately at the two points. A Miami Meeting held 
Feb. 11, 1811, six months later, records the report of the 
committee was approved. 

With their notification, not recorded, was the beginning 
of established meetings at both Darby Creek and Madriver. But 
only Darby Creek was granted a Preparative Meeting. It being 
the larger Meeting. Darby Creek in June 1811 requested the 


holding of Monthly Meetings. A miami Meeting held Nov. 27, 1811, 
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approved Darbys request, and on Dec. 27, 1811, the Quakers 
first Monthly Meeting held in the county took place at Darby 
Creek. 

For some unknown reason, the Darby Creek records have 
been misplaced or lost. With the displacement of these records, 
the Monthly Meeting activities recorded at Darby Creek during 
the time it was the head meeting, except those recorded at the 
Miami Quarterly Meeting have become lost history. The events 
recorded by the Miami Quarterly meeting, leads to the assumption 
that the Darby Creek meeting, as early as 1819, was on the 
decline. A Miami Quarterly meeting under the date, Aug. 14, 
1819, records a joint request from Madriver and Machache, for 
establishing a Preparative Meeting at Madriver and established 
meetings at Mackachee. The committee appointed to visit the two 
points report they attended their meetings, and are united in 
judgement, that it would be right to grant their request. 

That a Preparative Meeting be held at Madriver, on the 
Fourth day, before the Third Seventh day of each month, to be 
known by the name of Goshen Preparative Meeting. That a meeting 
for worship, be established on the First and Fifth days of the 
week, to be known as Valley Meeting. With the establishing of 
a Preparative Meeting, the site of Madriver became known as 
Goshen. 

From the minutes of the Miami Quarterly Meeting, dated 
Aug. 24, 1824, five years later, it appears that Darby Creek at 
this time had so declined in membership, leading to action being 


taken by the Valley Quakers for a Monthly Meeting change. A 
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committee previously appointed at the request of the Valley 
Meeting, submit the following. 

We the committee, attended all the Meetings belonging 
to the Darby Creek Monthly Meeting, are united in a belief 
it would be right to grant the request of the Valley Meetings. 
After mighty deliberation this meeting and the mens meeting, 
unite in approving of the change in the name and the place 
of holding the Darby Creek Meetings. That the Darby Creek 
Preparative be laid down and the remaining families become 
members of the Goshen Preparative. That meetings be held at 
Goshen, and known by the name of Goshen Monthly Meetings. 

A rise from Volunter meetings for worship, statted in 
1807, established meetings 1811, a Preparative in 1819, a 
Monthly in 1824, and a Quarterly Meeting in 1872. Goshen be- 
came a monthly meeting and a Quarterly Meeting, both by reqeest 
of Quakers of later Westland. Of the five early Friends or 
Quaker Meetings in Logan County known as Madriver, later Goshen, 
Darby Creek, Westland first known as Mackachee and Valley, 
Rushcreek, and Union, only Goshen remains. 

At the time of the arrival of the first Goshen Quakers, 
the Indian captive Isaac Zane and his mixed blood family, were 
living at the site of Zanesfield, a former Indian Town. Cabins 
built by the Indians yet standing, were used by the Quakers 
until cabins could be erected. Among the known families using 
these Indian huts with dirt floors or built others were the 
families of Joseph and Henry Dickinson, Quakers, and James Hill 
and Samuel Todd, Methodists. Their arrival at the breaking out 
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of the war of 1812, led to their taking advantage of the block 
houses erected for the protection of the border settlers. 
After the war closed the Dickinson brothers established homes 
nearby. 

The families of Hill and Todd continued to live at the 
site that became known as Zanestown. The establishing of homes 
by these Quaker and Methodist families, may have been responsible 
for there being a town of Zanesfield. When the war of 1812 
ended Quaker emigration to the upper Madriver country began 
again. Not all the Quakers became members at Goshen, but its 
membership increased until it became the largest religious 
society of the county. Among its members were the families of 
Jonathan Taylor and Aaron Brown. Among the first group of 
Quakers to cross the Ohio, Brown was one of the men sent to 
investigate the Ohio country. They were members of the Trent 
Quarterly Meeting, who as a body started in 1800 to find new 
homes in the Ohio country. Taking with them horses, cattle, 
and household furnishings that could be hauled through the 
wilderness. After crossing the Ohio they held the first Quaker 
meeting ever held in Ohio. 

After establishing homes in now Belmont County, Ohio, 
meetings were held in the home of Jonathan Taylor until a meet- 
ing house called Concord was built. The wives of Taylor and 
Brown were the daughters of Benjamin Stanton and sisters of the 

bfather of Edwin M. Stanton at one time war secretary in the 


cabinet of Abraham Lincoln. Benjamin Stanton at one time was 
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one of the Souths outstanding men. A’ large land owner with 
many slaves and high in the activities of the State in which 
he lived. His large fine home along Core Sound, yet standing 
as late as 1953, was described by one of the North Carolina 
State papers as one of the States show places. 

When a movement was started by the Society of Friends 
to secure the freedom of all slaves held by Quakers, Stanton 
and his wife being staunch Friends, freed their slaves and 
became a strong advocate of the movement. The story of 
Benjamin Stanton and his family is the story of the Quakers 
of the South. They were not only shunned by their former 
associates, their business and activities boycotted, the in- 
justice suffered by Stanton led to his early death. When the 
widow Stanton and her children were given an opportunity to 
free themselves from the insults of former associates, they 
gave up their beautiful home and its surroundings for a cabin 
in the wilderness. It was said the first covered wagon to cposs 
the Ohio was that of the Stanton's widow. The families of four 
of the Stanton daughters became citizens of the Zanesfield 
community. 

What was the inducement of Jonathan Taylor the first to 
come is unknown. All that is known, having come into possession 
of a Virginia land grant, he and his family following the war of 
1812 established a home in the eastern portion of the Marmon 


valley. A portion of his grant yet held in the name of his 
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descendants. The Taylors were followed by the Aaron Brown 
family. Brown on his arrival during 1818, purchased land 
adjoining Taylor from Robert Marmon where he raised a large 
family. They, like the Taylors, became members of the Goshen 
Society. The present two story brick house at one time the 
home of the writer was built by Brown during 1826. His 
original cabin home site near a spring along the foothills 

can be pointed out. The families of the other Stanton 
daughters, wives of Joshua Scott and Benjamine Mithiner did 
not arrive until 1632. At the time of their arrival the Friends 
of Quaker Society through the preaching of Elias Hicks had 
become divided. They having become advocates of the teachings 
of Hicks, never became members of the Goshen Society. 

Elias Hicks was originally a farmer living on a farm 
on Long Island, New York. Having ability as a speaker, and 
believing the religious views as advocated by the Society of 
Friends, of which he was a member, was foreign to his belief, 
he became a minister of the Society to be able to advocate his 
views. He was an advocate of social and political reforms, 
opposed to war and slavery. 

His religious views were as different from those 
advocated by George Fox as the days and nights. Fox and his 
followers believed in the Divinity of Christ. Hicks advocated 
that Christ was a mere man, conceived as other men and was the 
son of Joseph. His divine nature was held by other men. Heaven 


and Hell were states of the mind, rather than locations. He 
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denied the fall of man and the existence of a devil. His 
doctrine was in direct opposition to the Scriptures as 
advocated by the Friends Society and many other religious 
Societies and met bitter opposition from the Quakers as a 
whole. Hicks was smart enough not to aspouse his radical 
views until he had secured a following, sufficient to insure 
him credentials for preaching in all Friends Yearly Meetings, 
in which his teaching first took root. * 

Elias Hicks was born 3-19-1748. Died 2-27-1830. As 
early as 1805, twenty-three years before the separation of 
the Friends Society that took place in 1828, he began to 
advance his views. Hence multitudes, who later became the 
leaders in the Society, heard him in their youth when they 
could be easily influenced. Hicks became a fluent speaker, 
and by his wonderful personality, was able to secure a large 
following. It is recorded that Hicks visited Darby Creek, and 
no doubt advocated his views at Goshen, that later took root among 
a large number of members. When the leaders of the different 
Yearly Meetings of the Friends Society, of which there were 
five - New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Indiana and Ohio, 
holding views so fundamental to the teachings of George Fox, 
refused to give sanction to the views preached by Hicks, the 
followers of the teaching of Hicks withdrew from the Orthodox 


Quakers and set up different Yearly Meetings under the same name 


* This opinion cannot be substantiated with fact. Witteiss 1963. 
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of their opposers. With the establishing of different 

Yearly Meetings, members who sanctioned the teachings of 
Hicks withdrew from the original Society and established a 
new Society that later became known as Hicksites. The separa- 
tion at Goshen took place during October 1828. 

The followers of Hicks were not in the majority of the 
membership at Goshen, but they did represent a number of the 
Societys best families as well as its most active members. 

One of their number, Jonathan Thomas, was the Society's 
Clerk at the time. The records of the meetings being in his 
possession led to a bone of contention until turned over to the 
original society. The families that became the followers of 
Hicks were Benjamine Taylor, a son of Jonathon, Aaron Brown 
and his sons, Horton Zacheus, Jonathan and Nathaniel Thomas, 
Joseph and Thomas Dickinson, Isaac and Thomas Rea, Hesakiah 
Starbuck, Thomas James, Joseph Curl, Wm. Knox, Jobe Antrim, 
Caleb Austin, W. P. Hunt, Elizabeth Grubbs, and Edwin Marmon, 
the only Marmon family to forsake the teachings of George 
Fox. 

Following the separation, both factions held meetings 
at Goshen on the same days at different times, each claiming 
the right of the property, and each blaming the other for the 
separation. From the Hicksite records on file at the old 
ladies home at Wainesville, Ohio, under the date of Nov. 20, 
1828, the Hicksites held the Orthodox Quakers responsible for 


the separation and tried to retain a portion of the property. 
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Quoting: - A considerable number of this meeting, having 
separated from us and having demanded the records, a committee 
was appointed to propose and if acceptable to make an equal 
distribution of all properties in proportion to the numbers 
of each party. 

How the property rights were settled is not recorded. 
All that is known is that it was settled by the Court. A 
Hicksite meeting held April 23, 1829 records a committee com- 
posed of Thomas James, Hesakiah Starbuck, Aaron Brown, Joseph 
Dickinson, Horton Brown, Edmon Marmon and Jonathan Thomas 
were appointed to purchase a lot for the erection of a Metting 
House. Under the date of Jan. 21, 1830, the committee sub- 
mitted the following; - We have purchased a lot and are building 
a house on it, which we expect ready for occupancy for our 
February Monthly Meeting. The little Brick Meeting House 
standing on State Route 33 a half mile east of Zanesfield 
was built during the years 1829 and 1830. The Hicksites, in 
keeping with the custom of the Quakers, when the little brick 
Meeting House was built, secured land nearby for a grave yard. 
Around this sacred ground a fence, about three feet high - 
built of stone - was erected. The surrounding stone fence - 
a monument to the memory of the Hicksite Quakers - stood until 
the meeting had been laid down and the land where the meeting 


house and grave yard was located turned over to the township by 
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the only remaining member, Elmer Fawcett. The trustee of the 
township (to make the unused portion of the grave yard avail- 
able) on April 25, 1925, ordered the removal of the fence. 
With its removal, the townships most historical monument of 
the early Quakers was destroyed. 

The little brick Meeting House was used by the Quakers 
for A School for Quaker children - with others being permitted 
to attend. 

Although the Hicksites were compelled to find a different 
location, they named their meeting “Goshen”, and the two meet- 
ings bore the same name - the "Goshen Monthly Meeting”. The 
only additions to their society (other than those previously 
named) were Joshua Scott and Benjamine Mitchner and the families 
of Charles and Oliver Fawcett. 

Only the story of the separation as recorded by the 
Hicksites is told in this article. The record of the Orthodox 
branch was destroyed when the Marmon home burned some years ago. 

Among the known families who remained true to the 
teachings of George Fox were the Marmons, Outlands, Reames, 
Williams, Stanleys and many others. 

The separation was indeed a calamity to the society 
which had become the largest in the county. And, along with 
the society's loss of members during the years for 1828 to 1832, 
a large number of Quaker families found homes in southern 
Michigan. Among them were the families of Moses, Aaron and 


William Reames. 
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Although the Orthodox branch of Quakers lost many 
members by the separation and the removal of many of its mem- 
bers, it did not suffer the fate of the followers of Hicks 
and his teachings. After a time, the Society gained addi- 
tional members by the arrival of other Quakers of their same 
belief - the Peelles, Johnsons, Elliotts, Allens and others. 
Many of these Quakers had become more modern in their re- 
ligious views - believing true religion was not intended to 
be a silent worship, but should be told to others - that their 
meetings needed a full time minister - that the singing of 
Gospel Hymns was important and musical instruments necessary 
to carry them to perfection. And that families should be 
buried together with monuments to their memory. 

Today - the silent worship of the early Quakers has 
become only a memory. The tall hats worn by the men, the white 
caps and green aprons by the women, are relics of the early 
days. Thee” and "thou" are seldom heard now. The worship 
places of the Quakers today are up-to-date with modern equip- 
ment ~ paid preachers and modern parsonages. 

The old Meeting House at Goshen, built more than a 
hundred years ago - with a partition through the center, where 
the men worshipped on one side and the women the other - with 
slanting floors - the rostrom along the northern wall, intended 
to accommodate all members that held a place of any importance - 


is today only a memory. 
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The slanting floor has been leveled - the high back 
seats replaced by the most modern ones. The rostrum in the 
western part of the building and a choir loft near the 
same location for the singers. The building now has a full 
basement with rooms for all purposes - Assembly, Banquet, 
Kitchen and furnace. The old Meeting House was remodeled in 
the 1950's. 

The minister at Goshen at this time (1961) is the 
Rev. William H. Waltz - a young man with a wonderful person- 
ality and apparent ability for high place among the outstanding 


leaders of the Society. 


P.S. During the horse and buggy days, before the coming of 

the auto, the Goshen Quarterly Meeting during the summer months, 
was the outstanding event in Eastern Logan County. So many 

people attended the event, the Meeting House would accommodate 
only a portion of the people who attended the meeting 9 compelling 


the holding of meetings on the outside of the Meeting House. 


(Article loaned by Maurice Marmon - logan County, Ohio. 


S. E. Nov. 3, 1962) 
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Appendix 


This Indenture made this 25th day of the fourth month 
A. D. 1831 by and between Martin Marmon and Susanna his wife, 
and Joshua Marmon and Zilpah his wife, of the one part; and 
Benjamine Watkins and Robert Marmon, Overseers of Goshen 
preparative meeting of the religious Society of Friends, 
and their successors in station of the other part, all of 
Logan County and State of Chio. 

(Witnesseth, that the said Martin Marmon and Susanna 
his wife, and Joshua Marmon and Zilpah his wife, for and in 
consideration of the sum of fifteen dollars to them paid by 
the said Society of Friends the receipt whereof is acknowledged 
and the said society acquitted and discharged by them, have 
granted, bargained, and sold, and by these presents do grant, 
bazgain, sell and confirm unto the said Benjamin Watkins and 
Elijah Reames, overseers as aforesaid and their successors in 
station for the use and benefit of the Society of Friends 
forever all the following described tract or lot of land lying 
in the County and State above named on the waters of Mad River 
and bounded as follows -- beginning at a stone in the burying 
ground of said society at Goshen the northwest corner to 
Samuel Davis Survey No. 3216 and easterly corner to Ducan McArthur 
Survey No. 4413 (this corner was formerly two buckeyes and hackberry 
standing on the Indian trace leading from Zanes on Mad River to 


the head of Darby creek thence 5S 3 deg. W 4 poles to a stone 
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and red bud, thence 8 75 deg E 22 poles to a stone, thence 
South 12 poles to a stone, thence N 75 deg W 2.3 poles to the 
beginning containing 2 3/4 acres and 30 poles; one acre and 
three fourths of the north side of which was conveyed unto the 
said Joshua Marmon by Duncan McArthur and the balance was con- 
veyed by said McArthur unto Martin Marmon, it being part of 
survey No. 4413 and 3216. 

To have and to hold the premises aforesaid with all the 
improvements, privileges, and appurtenances thereunto belonging, 
or in any wise appertaining unto them the said Benjamin 
Watkins and Robert Marmon, overseers of the meeting as afore- 
said said and their successors in station forever to hold for 
the only proper use and benefit of the said religious Society 
of Friends. And the said Martin and Susanna Marmon and Joshua 
and Zilpah Marmon for themselves, their heirs, executors or 
administrators covenant and promise to and with the said 
Benjamin Watkins and Robert Marmon Overseers of the meeting 
aforesaid, and their successors in station that they, the said 
Martin and Susanna Marmon and Joshua and Zilpah Marmon are 
lawfully seized of the premises aforesaid, that the said 
premises now and forever hereafter shall remain clear of and 
free from all incumberances whatsoever done or suffered to be 
done by them. The said Martin, Susanna, Joshua and Zilpah Marmon 


will will and truly warrant, and forever defent the premises 
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hereby conveyed unto the said Benjamin Watkins and Robert 
Marmon, Overseers as aforesaid and thes’ successors in 
station against the lawful claims and demands of all and 
every person whomsoever. In testimony whereof the said 
Martin Marmon, and Susanna his wife, and Joshua Marmon and 
Zilpah his wife of the first part do hereunto set their 


hands and seals the date first above written. 


Signed and sealed in Martin Marmon (seal) 
the presence of Susannah Marmon (seal) 
Alex. Long Joshua Marmon (seal) 
Elliott McColloch Zilpah Marmon (seal) 


State of Ohio Logan County 

Personally appeared before me the subscribers and 
acting Justice of the Peace in and for said County the above 
named, Martin Marmon and Susanna his wife and Joshua Marmon 
and Zilpah his wife, who acknowledged the signing and sealing 
of the foregoing deed of conveyance to be their own free and 
voluntary act for the purposes therein expressed and the said 
Susanna and Zilpah being examined apart from their husbands 
did acknowledge that they knew the contents of said deed and 
that they signed it of their free and voluntary will without 
the persuasion or coercion of their husbands. 

Given under my hand this 25th day of April A.D. 1831 


Alexander Long Justice of the Peace 
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